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UNDERSTANDING THE PROVISION 
OF CLINICAL HOSPICE SERVICES 

IN CORRECTIONS
The PROCESS: 

-End of Life  stats in Corrections 
-Active Hospice in Corrections Programs
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THE PROCESS: CLINICAL HOSPICE SERVICES IN CORRECTIONS
➤ In the summer of 1995 former Warden Burl N.Cain became head warden over the LSP at Angola. It was predicted that 

85% of offenders sentenced to LSP-Angola die there. Angola was the bloodiest  prison in the nation during this time. 

➤ One day Warden Cain  attended a funeral service of a prisoner and the prisoners body was placed inside of  wooden 
packing crate to be lowered in a gravesite for the offenders final resting place. The wooden crate was weak and the 
body fell through the crate landing hard to the ground. Warden Cain vowed that this would never happen again on his 
watch. In 1997 two years later Warden Cain envisioned a Hospice program to help change the culture and dignity  to 
the way men die in prison. 

➤ Warden Cain requested a meeting with all offender Organizations Leaders to discuss his vision about hospice. Leaders 
hand picked men from they're groups with good conduct, character, integrity and was respected by offenders in the 
population which  I was one of those men. 

➤ Volunteers who was picked had to have a 40hr training. We learned how to bathe patients , change briefs, help to 
ambulate in and out of wheelchairs and most of all how to help themselves before they could help their patients. 

➤ Nevertheless, when a offender became sick and went to the hospital, no offender could touch another offender 
according to policy. The patient would be pushed to the hospital via a wheelchair or gurney, and placed inside a cold 
room and wait there alone until a nurse  or doctor came to assist  him.
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THE PROCESS: CLINICAL HOSPICE SERVICES IN CORRECTIONS CONTINUED…
➤ Angola Hospice was born in 1998 and by the end of 2010 we was faced with a difficult task of not 

knowing  three-quarters of the offender population was serving life sentences which is a percentage 
that leaped to a staggering 94% when those with scant prospects of of parole are factored in. 

➤ However, Louisiana way has become “The American Way” , “Lock them up and throw away the key”, 
as states across the nation have gotten tougher on crime. Meanwhile, the penitentiary population 
everywhere is GRAYING (getting older), as death rates continue to climb due to the AIDS epidemic 
in the 1990’s, Hepatitis C , and various kinds of Cancer took hold to offenders. 

➤ Hospice experience d about two to three deaths per week estimating about 500 deaths in a span of 12 
years. Over the years  hospice seen another crisis when the penitentiary was double bunked , men 
sleeping over men, life means life and a four to five  death rate increase was due to over crowdedness 
and various other sickness. 

➤ Warden Cain had to build another  Point Look Out II because  death had enlarged itself. Despite the 
Crime for being in prison, “Death is Death”. While Death awaits us all, Angola hospice committed to 
“Dignity before Dying”.
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END OF LIFE STATS IN CORRECTIONS



➤ On 09/18-22/2006 (LMHPCO) Louisiana Mississippi 
Hospice and Palliative Care Organization held a Hospice 
Volunteer  Inmate Conference at Angola Prison. 

➤ Elayn Hunt Correctional Center, LCIW-Louisiana 
Correctional Institute for Women and DCI- Dixie 
Correctional Institute and Angola LSP- Louisiana State 
Penitentiary  which served as the model  of the above 
mentioned men and women prisons. 

➤ On 03/13-16/2012 LMHPCO  held another Hospice 
Volunteer Inmate Conference  at Angola  Prison. 

➤ Many of the same above mentioned facilities was 
present along with their staff to learn more about 
Hospice in Corrections. 

➤ However, since my release from prison besides Angola I 
am unaware if the above mentioned  Corrections 
facilities currently have an ongoing active Hospice 
program.

ACTIVE HOSPICE IN CORRECTIONS PROGRAMS
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Providing Compassion & Dignity to Offenders at The End Of Life 

 Photos of Steven Caring for Others 
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HOSPICE IN CORRECTIONS



PROVIDING COMPASSION AND DIGNITY TO OFFENDERS AT THE END OF LIFE
➤ In early 2000, one of our patients by the name of Leonard Hart, had one dying wish 

he wanted to go fishing one last time before he left this earth. So  former Warden 
Cain approved the fishing trip and Leonard went fishing and died shortly after. 

➤ However, Angola Hospice has made fishing trips and Annual Event that the Hospice 
program participates in every year with patient volunteers.  

➤ “To him that show compassion, compassion will be shown to him”. 

➤ “Dignity before Dying”!
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Providing Compassion & Dignity to Offenders at The End of Life 

 Steven on Hospice  Sponsored Fishing Trip
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HOSPICE IN CORRECTIONS



AWARENESS OF THE ANGOLA 
PRISON HOSPICE PROGRAM  

QUILTING PROJECT
THE JOURNEY: 

-The start of The QUILTING PROJECT
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QUILTING PROJECT: THE JOURNEY
➤ In 2000, two years later the Angola Hospice 

program searched for a way to become self 
sufficient to support the patients 
experiencing  End of Life care. After having 
a volunteer meeting to discuss items the 
program could sell to make money- food 
items of all kind, hamburgers , French fries, 
etc., just to name a few things and Quilts 
was also on the agenda and won by far. 

➤ Quilts was only sold through the Hospice 
program and no other offender organization 
could sell Quilts ,but only purchase them 
when there family’s  would come to the 
visiting area to visit with them.
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QUILTING PROJECT CONTINUED..
➤ Also many people could purchase Quilts at 

its April/October Rodeo which the program 
depended on large crowds to support End of 
Life. 

➤ In summer of 2007, Angola Hospice is 
featured in the “Imagine Louisiana” 
magazine and was appraised for its 
compassion  towards dying men and its 
quilting program. 

➤ In January -February 2008, Hospice is 
featured on the magazine of the University 
of Minnesota Alum Association 
“Minnesota”, and was appraised for the work 
on compassion with the quilting project.
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ANGOLA PRISON HOSPICE PROGRAM QUILTING PROJECT CONTINUED…
➤ In 2008, Angola Hospice partner with “Grace before Dying” with photographer Lori Waselchuk who was 

allowed to stay on the prison grounds to document the Angola Hospice volunteers interaction with patients  as 
volunteers would sit, watch, and listen as patients take their last breath. 

➤ In the same year Lori Waselchuk unveiled her photographs to patients and the quilts was collaborated on as a 
exhibition to the prison and eventually to the world in every state. The photographs and quilts received national 
recognition. 

➤ Two years later in 2010 a book was published by Grace before Dying  with pictures of volunteers with patients 
of volunteers with patients and quotes with sayings about how the program changed their lives. 

➤ In the same year 2010, Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN) heard about Compassion in Corrections and sent a 
team of photographers along with a journalist and co-producer Molly Fowler who filmed the documentary and it 
called “Serving Life”. This was a very special documentary, because it highlighted compassion and how we 
focused on End of Life care. 

➤ Forest Whitaker narrated the film and in July/August 2010 he came to Angola to visit the volunteers. 

➤ “Serving Life” -was featured on the Award Magazine “The Angolite”. Also “Serving Life” was featured in July/
August 2011 issue of “The Angolite”.”What better way to give, when you give yourself”.
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QUILTS that I have Designed : 

*Grace Before Dying ProjectQuilt featured at The Smithsonian    *Keyhole      *Horses Through the Monument
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UPDATE  
Life & Hospice in the Community
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THE TRANSITION:
➤ Sangre De Cristo IPU 

➤ Volunteering Room 

➤ Strategic Planning Meeting 

➤ LMHPCO Conference 

➤ MHPCA Conference 

➤ SUPPORT & FAMILY 

➤ ACCOMPLISHMENTS in 1st 120 days of 
being released- work, drivers license, bank 
account, managing paychecks, learning the 
digital world i.e cell phone, computers, 
etc., living situation /own apartment.
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Life & Hospice in the Coommunity



THANK YOU  
QUESTIONS & COMMENTS!
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